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SANDOWN – After an
explanation from the Tim-
berlane Regional School
District’s director of second-
ary education, Scott Strain-
ge, about a recent multi-dis-
cipline curriculum effort at
Timberlane Regional High
School, the Timberlane
Regional School Board criti-
cized member Donna Green
for prompting the meeting
by questioning curriculum.

At a meeting earlier this
month, Green, who repre-
sents Sandown on the board,
raised concerns about a
newspaper report on the cul-
minating events of a
“Depression Days” unit.
After several weeks of
Depression era related les-
sons, the school finished up
with related activities and
Green questioned if they
were grade appropriate.

In response, at the April
17 meeting, superintendent
Earl Metzler brought in
teachers who led the project,
and he provided hundreds of
pages of backup material on
the unit to all nine board
members. 

In introducing Strainge,
who was to explain the unit,
Metzler said he had arranged
the presentation because so
many people “just didn’t get
it” when it came to “21st
Century Learning.” 

Strainge went into detail
about the unit, its cross dis-
cipline nature, and its effort
to get student “buy in” by
presenting multiple avenues
for learning. Strainge had

praise for the group of teach-
ers who put the unit togeth-
er at the high school and
spoke about the many hours
they worked.

The culmination day is
one day of a three-week unit,
said Strainge, noting it was
filled with lessons, assess-
ments, tests and reflection
by 160 students of mixed
learning levels.

After Strainge’s presenta-
tion, Green questioned the
essays included in the back
of the provided packet.

Strainge explained that
they were informal reflec-
tions on the unit that aimed
to help students understand
the material and teachers
understand what they may
be able to do differently in
subsequent years.

Green said the short,
hand printed responses were
not 11th grade work. “This
is not acceptable for 11th
grade students,” said Green. 

Board chair Nancy
Steenson stepped in to say
the board meeting was not
the correct place for Green
to air her concerns or criti-
cize curriculum.

Green responded, “We’ve
just had a ‘rah rah rah’
speech, and I would like
some parental feedback if I
could. This is what a school
board should do.”

Later Green noted that
the results of Advanced
Placement (AP) History tests
were lackluster and com-
bined with a large invest-
ment of time she thought
was not grade appropriate,
there was justification for a
more hands on approach to

curriculum.
“A lack of understanding

is all this is,” Metzler said to
Strainge, referencing Green. 

Steenson went on to
argue that the school board
is a policy-making board. “I
don’t know on what authori-
ty any of us can evaluate cur-
riculum. I know I can’t,” she
said.

Steenson continued,
“Your comments have been
noted (Green) but this is not
the forum to criticize cur-
riculum. I don’t think you
have the credentials to do so.
As a board, it is our job to
hire the superintendent. It’s
the superintendent’s job to
run the district and hire edu-
cational professionals. It is
not our place to criticize the
curriculum.”

School board member
Michael Mascola stepped in
to ask Metzler the purpose of
the large packet they
received.

Metzler said it was the
result of a board member not
understanding the unit. “We
can explain something to
somebody but we can’t
understand it for them,” he
said. “So we wanted to bring
people here - it’s 21st
Century Learning at its best.
We’re very proud of your
work.”

While Mascola said it
was always great to have
teachers come in to explain
the work they were doing, it
was unnecessary to respond
to one board member’s con-
cerns in the way it was done
that night. “You don’t need
to print 300 pages to give me
this information. I appreci-

ate hearing from people
directing the work, but skip
me next time,” said Mascola.

School board member
Russ Collins said he was
embarrassed at the proceed-
ings. Collins said the work
that went into the unit was
impressive and he was sorry
the group had to come to the
board meeting because their
time was valuable.

“It’s a little embarrassing
for myself that you had to
come here,” said Collins.
“The level of scrutiny here is
a bit ridiculous, from my
perspective. I’ve been on the
board for six years and I’ve
never seen anything like this
before. Thank you for com-
ing and I apologize.”

Member Richard Blair
said he appreciated the ways
the teachers were trying to
engage students and wished
he had similar teachers
when he was young. He
asked if there was a way to
evaluate the effectiveness of
the kind of program present-
ed. 

Strainge said various as-
sessments were done to help
teachers understand the
unit’s effectiveness and
revise the program going for-
ward. 

Steenson concluded the
discussion by reiterating her
earlier points and stating
that if a board member has a
concern with how the
schools are run, the board
meeting is not the place for
it. She suggested that the
superintendent be contacted
privately. “I will not have
this going forward,” she said.
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