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NHSBA Proposed Resolution 

Resolution:  The NHSBA urges the US Congress to abolish the US Department of 
Education. 

  The Department of Education should be closed and its programs terminated. The main 

activity of the department is to provide grants to state and local governments. However, 

channeling taxpayer dollars through Washington and then back to the states is an 

inefficient way to fund local activities such as education. It would be better if the states 

funded their own education programs free from all the paperwork that comes with 

federal aid. 

  Federal intervention into primary and secondary schools has steadily increased since 

the 1960s, but there have been no obvious improvements in educational achievement. 

Standardized test scores for K-12 students have been stagnant for decades. 

Interestingly, Canada has virtually no federal involvement in its schools, but Canadian 

students generally score higher on international tests than do American students. 
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  The sad truth is that rising control from Washington has probably damaged American 

schools by reducing local flexibility, restricting innovation, and burying school 

administrators in regulations. Federal involvement should be ended, and it should be up 

to the states, the schools, and parents to boost school performance.   

Department of Education loans and grants to college students should be ended. 

Personal savings, financial institutions, and charitable organizations are more efficient 

funding sources for college costs. For decades, federal student aid has suffered from 

inept administration and large amounts of fraud and abuse. Another problem is that 

rising federal aid has generated inflation in college tuition and other educational costs. 

Thus, ending federal student subsidies would create beneficial pressure on colleges 

and universities to trim their bloated budgets and reduce their tuition. 

  The table shows that in 2010 taxpayers would have saved about $107 billion from 

closing down the Department of Education, or more than $900 annually for every U.S. 

household.  

Department of Education 

 

Program   Spending in 2010 

    
 

Elementary and Secondary Education $61,527 

Special Education and Rehabilitation   $21,022 

Student Aid   $17,116 

Postsecondary Education   $2,960 

Vocational and Adult Education   $2,095 

Innovation and Improvement   $1,177 

English Language Acquisition   $754 

Education Sciences   $697 

Safe and Drug-Free Schools   $675 

Departmental Management   $614 

Other   ($1,693) 

Total proposed cuts   $106,944 

Total department outlays   
$106,944 
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Source: Estimated fiscal year outlays from the Budget of the U.S. Government. Student aid nets out a temporary spike in 

proprietary receipts. 

    Spending by the Department of Education has skyrocketed with absolutely no 
effect on test scores. The Department of Education’s 2011 budget is nearly six 
times its original budget. The budget has increased from $13.1 billion (in 2007 
dollars) in 1980 to $77.8 billion in 2011. We simply cannot afford this large 
expense at the federal level as we continue to increase our national debt to 
support our bloated federal spending by selling US treasury marketable 
securities to other US federal government agencies, individuals, businesses, 
state and local governments, as well as individuals, businesses and governments 
from other countries such as China, North Korea, Russia, and countries in the 
Middle East. 

 

 
 

 The Constitution provides no authority whatsoever for the Federal 
Government to be involved in education. Eliminating the department 
on these grounds would help to re-establish the original understanding 
of the enumerated powers of the federal government. The 10th Amendment to the US 
Constitution states: The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, 
nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the 
people. 
   No matter how brilliantly designed a federal government program 
may be, it creates a uniformity among states that is harmful to 
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creativity and improvement. Getting the federal government out 
of the picture would allow states and local governments to create 
better ways of addressing education issues and problems. 

 If education were left at the local level, parents would become 
more involved in reform efforts. Differences in school effectiveness 
among states and communities would be noted, and other 
regions would copy the more effective programs and policies. 

 The contest between Congress and state legislatures to demonstrate 
who cares more about education would be over, allowing members 
of Congress to focus on areas and problems for which they have 
legitimate responsibility. 

 Since most information about the problems and challenges of 
education is present at the local level, Congress simply does not 
have the ability to improve learning in school classrooms thousands 
of miles away. These problems are best understood and 
addressed by local authorities, citizens, and parents. 

 The inevitable pattern of bureaucracy is to grow bigger and bigger. 
The Department of Education should be eliminated now, before 
it evolves into an even larger entity consuming more and more 
financial resources that could be better spent by parents themselves. 

 The approximately $78 billion spent yearly by the Department of Education 
could be much better spent if it were used to reduce the $17 trillion dollar Federal debt 
or the money could be managed more efficiently and effectively by having it handing 
down from Congress to the states via education block grants for states to distribute to 
school districts in a fair and equitable manner. 

 The Department of Education has a record of waste and abuse. 
For example, the department reported losing track of $450 million 
during three consecutive General Accounting Office audits. 

 The Department of Education is an expensive failure that has 
added paperwork and bureaucracy but little value to the nation’s 
classrooms. Like many federal departments and agencies, the Department of Education 
is bloated and muddled in meaningless bureaucracy. It's important that we don't come 
to rely upon them to gauge what our students need and how we educate at the local 
level. This is eminently clear under the No Child Left Behind act and more recently with 
the Race to the Top federal funding contest. 

 

 


